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Homeland Security Advisory System Recommended Actions 
 
1. The White House issued Homeland Security Directive-3, in March 2002, which established 

five threat conditions for possible terrorist attack: Green = Low; Blue = Guarded; Yellow = 
Elevated; Orange = High; and Red = Severe.  General explanations were given for 
preparedness activities for each level, but these were intended mainly for government 
agencies.  The American Red Cross developed guidelines to help answer the question “What 
does a different threat condition mean to me or my family?” 
 

2. The attached two tables provide recommended actions for individuals and families to take 
based on the various levels of the Homeland Security Advisory System. 
 

3. Electronic versions of these charts and additional emergency preparedness guidelines are 
available at: http://www.redcross.org/services/disaster/beprepared/hsas.html 

 
 
 
Tables: 
 
A. American Red Cross Homeland Security Advisory System Recommendations For Individual 
B. American Red Cross Homeland Security Advisory System Recommendations For Family  

http://www.redcross.org/services/disaster/beprepared/hsas.html
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